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Occupations in old Glarus  
 

German  English 
   

Aedilis = Hauptmann  Captain 
Ammann  Head of the District Council 
Andreherin   
Bannwart  Forest official 
Bauer / Landwirt  Farmer 
Baumeister  Master builder 
Bote  Messenger 
Commis / Kontorist  Clerk 
Drossler/in   
Drucker/in (Textildrucker/in / Zeugdru-
cker/in) 

 Printer (in the textil business) 

Fabrikarbeiter  Factory Worker / Blue-collar Worker 
Fergger  Textile merchant 
Hafner  Potter 
Handlanger  Henchman 
Heizer  Fireman / Stoker 
Holzer  Logger / Woodworker 
Kattundrucker  Calico printer (in the textil industry) 
Lehrer  Teacher 
Leimsieder  Glue boiler 
Mässerhändler  Gauge maker and dealer 
Maurer  Mason 
Modellstecher  Model engraver (in the textil business) 
Müller  Miller 
Nagler / Nagelschmied  Nailer 
Näherin  Sewer 
Pistor / Pfister / Bäcker  Baker 
Plattenberger  Slate miner 
Rucharbeiter  Heavy worker 
Schalerin  Shape / Form worker 
Schneider/in  Tailor 
Schreiner  Carpenter 
Spinner/in  Spinner 
Spuler/in  Winder 
Taglöhner  Day laborer 
Thermaarbeiter  Worker in the Therma plans in Schwanden 
Tuchkrämer / Gewandschneider  Draper 
Weber/in  Weaver 
Werkzeugschmied / Zeugschmied  Toolmaker 
Wirt  Inkeeper 
Zeichner  Drawer (in the textil business) 
Zeiger   
Zettler/in  Rewinder (in the textile business) 
Ziegermacher / Ziegerhändler  Schabziger maker / Schabziger merchant 
Ziegler  Brickmaker 
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Ammann 
 

From the early Middle Ages on holder of an of-
fice or servant of a nobleman (lat. often minis-
ter). From the middle of the 13th century on-
wards, the Ammann collected basic interest and 
other levies in the Swiss territory on behalf of 
the landlords. In the 13th/14th century he gradu-
ally became a representative of the local organi-
sations from the lord of the manor. From the 
court meeting led by the Amann the Landsge-
meinde developed in Glarus. The Amann became 
the Landammann and thus mostly the chairman 
of the executive authority. 

 

 
 
 
Andreherin 
 
A so-called Andreherin had to set up the loom, tighten new warp threads and connect them with the 
old ones. 
 
 
Bannwart / Forest Official 
 

 
 

 Bannwart is the common name in the Alemannic 
language area for a corridor-, forest- or parlour 
keeper, i.e. an official supervisor in the rural area.  
 
Historically, the function of the Bannwart was to 
monitor compliance with official regulations on be-
half of a landlord, and he also performed subordi-
nate official functions for this purpose. Bann 
means originally an official commandment or pro-
hibition under threat of punishment.  

The modern tasks as a supervisor in vineyard, forest and meadow make this even clearer. Even before 
1800, the late medieval function of the bannwarts as messengers or bailiffs was lost. 
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Farmer / Farmer 
 

The term farmer generally refers to an owner, owner or 
leaseholder of an agricultural property which is man-
aged by the farmer himself with his family and possibly 
some foreign labour. 
 
The early modern society in Switzerland was essentially 
an agricultural society. About three quarters of the pop-
ulation lived entirely or partly from agriculture. Farmers 
were those independent producers who were able to 
feed themselves and their families from the yields of 
their farms.  
 
The basis of a farming existence was still the ownership 
of a farm, which was cultivated in the rural family econ-
omy.  
 
In the course of the late Middle Ages and the 16th cen-
tury, farmers often acquired the right of inheritance, oc-
casionally even the free ownership of their estates. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Master Builder 
 

 
 

 The master builder was a trained craftsman (stonemason and 
bricklayer) and in addition to his function as an architect also 
an entrepreneur. 
 
However, the term master builder was also used in addition to 
the building craft activity for manor administrator, foreman 
and for great servant. 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 4 of 14 
 

 
Messenger 
 

 

The "Bott" or written German messenger drove with a carriage from 
village to village, fetched and brought all kinds of goods, letters and 
documents. In short, he was the predecessor of the Post.  
 
In earlier times, they were messengers in motion. For aristocrats, rich 
merchants, the clergy they delivered oral messages, but they also deliv-
ered documents or valuable things. That was exhausting; 50 kilometres 
of walking per day were assumed, often more. And sometimes it was 
dangerous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
German runner messenger around the middle of the 15th century 

 
 
 
Drossler (Trossler) 
 

Drosslers were specifically employed for the production of 
yarns with a larger yarn draw (probably warp yarns) on ring 
spinning machines. 
 

  

 
 
 
Printer (textile printer / witness printer) 
 

The printing shop was the further processing of the textile 
materials (wool, linen, silk). In the 18th/19th century the 
witnesses, i.e. the coarsely woven textiles, were provided 
with coloured patterns.  
 
New professions were created for production, especially the 
draughtsman who drew pattern lines for each colour on the 
surface of wooden printing models, the engraver (model 
engraver) who notched the necessary grooves from the 
wood and the printer who pressed the printing model into 
the ink pad and then printed colour into the fabric stretched 
on the printing table with pinpoint accuracy. In the begin-
ning, specialists were recruited from nearby foreign coun-
tries, but soon specialized printers were trained in their 
own company.  
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Fergger 
 

The Fergger was a middleman between the textile trade 
(weaving, embroidery, combing) and trade. The Fergger 
worked mostly on behalf of textile traders as a link between 
trade and craft. He took care of the transport of the raw 
materials to the craftsmen or home workers, controlled 
their work, paid their wages and collected the intermediate 
or finished products for trade again. At the beginning, the 
Ferggers mostly worked dependent on the publishers 
(trade). Later independent enterprises - the so-called Fer-
ggereien - develop. The Ferggers, which originally roamed 
with horse-drawn carriages and later with lorries, gradually 
disappeared again in the 19th century. 
 
The term appears in the 17th century. At this time the trade 
with raw materials (wool, cotton, yarn later also silk) devel-
oped. Nowadays, the term appears in Switzerland as a term 
for "forwarding agent". 
 

 

 
 

 
Henchman 
 

 
 

 A henchman is an unskilled auxiliary 
worker (skilled labourer, assistant worker, 
assistant) especially in the building trade 
and is used derogatory for someone who 
only does subordinate work for others. 
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Calico printer 
 

 
 

Printing on cotton fabric (calico) 
is called calico printing. Depend-
ing on the fineness of the fabric 
used, the print may be sharper 
or less sharp. 
 
The printing can be carried out 
with all common methods for 
cotton and is usually carried out 
with great colour splendour. In 
the 19th and early 20th centu-
ries, printed calico was the fabric 
used for women's outerwear in 
the lower and middle classes of 
society. 
 
 

 
 
 
Glue boiler 
 

The glue boilers produced a binding agent for pa-
per, cardboard, leather, wood and the like from 
bones, skins and fish scales and from waste from 
the tannery, slaughterhouse and knacker's yard. 
The resulting glue was boiled under moderate 
heat until the collagen contained in the bone was 
dissolved. If a sample, usually taken with half an 
egg shell, was able to reach the desired con-
sistency after a few minutes, the hot glue broth 
was poured into a suitable mould and protected 
from rot by adding alum. 
 
Although the production processes of glue have 
been further developed over time, the expression 
"slowly like a glue boiler" illustrates the once 
lengthy production process in this context.  
 
Although plastic dispersion glues are predomi-
nantly used today, individual trades, such as the 
manufacture of musical instruments, do not man-
age without glue from animal waste (glutin glue). 
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Gauge maker and dealer 
 

 

There is hardly any doubt that this involved the production and 
wholesale sale of hollow masses (grain quarters, heads, etc.). This 
view is supported by the fact that the term "Mass" had the plural 
"Mässer" in old writings. In earlier times, when larger scales were 
still much less in use, such hollow masses were almost exclusively 
used to measure cereals and other crops and trees, and in partic-
ular port and Tanzanian trading cities such as the Dutch needed 
them in large quantities. They had the shape of a flat cylinder and 
were made of thinly cut hardwood by placing walls of the re-
quired height on a circular floor. These "moderators" then had to 
be officially calibrated where they came into use. 

 
 
 
 
Model engraver 
 
The models, also called printing blocks, are made by the model engraver, who is also known as the 
form engraver. With precision and a steady hand, the model engraver makes printing blocks for hand-
crafted textile printing (blue or witness printing). These are wooden printing blocks (models) as they 
were used for textile printing in the 18th and 19th centuries in Glarus. 
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Nailer / Nail Smith 
 

 
 

 Nail smith or nailer is a former craft that deals with the pro-
duction of iron nails. The profession originated as a special 
branch of the blacksmith trade. Nailsmiths and nailers were 
mostly members of the guild of blacksmiths and/or small 
blacksmiths. As a rule, the apprenticeship of a nail smith lasted 
three years, followed by two to four years as a, and from the 
15th century onwards, most of them were completed as years 
of travel. As masterpiece different nail irons and a certain num-
ber of nails had to be delivered in exactly given size. It should 
be noted that iron was a very expensive raw material until the 
industrial revolution. 
 
A skilled nailsmith produced a daily workload of up to 2000 
shoe nails. Depending on the type of nail, 15 to 60 hits were 
required for one nail, and considerably more for large ship 
nails, for example. 

 
 
 
Pistor / Pfister / Baker 
 
In Switzerland and Germany the activity of bread baking has been handed down since the time of 
Charlemagne (747/48-814) and was initially a work for serfs or monastery servants.  
 

 

Due to the growth of the cities in the 10th century, the 
demand for bread increased constantly. As a result, the 
profession of baker developed into a "free" profession 
during this time. Bread was baked in town owned fur-
naces, since bakers did not have the means for own fur-
nace. Bakers were then called "Beck" (short for baker) 
or "Pfister" (Latin "pistor"). Since baking was expensive, 
bread did not play a role as a staple food for the general 
population until the late Middle Ages. Before that, ce-
real porridge was the main food. For a long time, light-
coloured breads were reserved only for the rich classes 
of the population. The lower class must be content with 
coarse, dark bread. White bread was considered a lux-
ury until the 17th century. New baker's guilds devel-
oped due to the different types of bread. A distinction 
was made between the black baker, who produced rye 
and semi-white breads, and the white baker, who pro-
duced various types of yeast and milk bread as well as 
cakes. 
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Heavy worker 
 
To the definition and to the evidence of Rauchwerker and Rüchwërcher in Schweizerisches Idiotikon, p. 
1246, Rauchwerker, Rüchwërcher are day-labourers who do heavy labor.  
 
For the definition of Raucharbeiter, see Yearbooks of the Imperial Royal Polytechnic Institute in Vi-
enna, Seventh Volume, Vienna 1825, p. 59. Raucharbeiter are day labourers.  
 
To the definition Raucharbeiter with Carl von Scheuchenstuel, Idioticon of the Austrian mountain and 
hut language, ..., Vienna 1856, S. 189. Raucharbeiter in Tyrol are common day labourers in mountain 
and hut factories.  
 
 
 
 
Spinner 
 

 

 Spinners practiced the craft of spinning as a 
profession. By arranging, joining and twirling 
thin, short animal and vegetable (single) fi-
bres, they produced a long thread. 

For thousands of years, people stretched 
threads of flax, wool or cotton to make 
clothes, carpets and blankets. For this they 
first used the rotating manual spindle and for 
about six hundred years the spinning wheel 
as a tool. 

After the demand for textiles had risen sharply in the 18th century, the mechanisation of manual work 
began. Manual spinning was replaced by spinning machines.  

From 1771 the first textile factories were built with the simultaneous mechanisation of the looms, 
which were initially operated with water power and from 1780 with steam engines. It was mainly 
women and children who produced the first machine yarn quickly, cheaply and in good quality. As a 
result, most spinners and weavers in the home industry lost their livelihoods and fell into poverty, trig-
gering social unrest and machine wrecks. 

 
 
Spool winder 
 
Winders operate, maintain and care for winding machines which bring yarns into a sales-ready condi-
tion. Winders work in companies of the textile industry, e.g. in decorative weaving mills. By using 
winding machines, winders prepare the yarn batches intended for the retail trade. For example, you 
rewind sewing thread onto the standard small thread carriers and transfer embroidery or handmade 
threads by reeling them into strand form.  
 



Page 10 of 14 
 

 

First, winders present the material to the winding machines, thread the 
yarn into the guiding elements (guides) of the machines and attach the 
yarn ends to the new yarn carriers or other devices for receiving the 
yarn (e.g. during reeling). You set the desired yarn lengths or weights 
and start the machines. During the winding process they pay attention 
to the yarn path, connect torn threads and exchange full yarn carriers 
for empty ones. In the spooling department, there is usually multiple 
work, which means that spoolers keep several machines running at the 
same time. 
 
 
Winder in a textile factory around 1930 

  
 
 
 
Day labourer 
 
Day-labourers are workers who are only employed and paid on a daily basis. In the pre-industrial era, 
day labour was widespread in both urban and rural areas. In the 19th - 20th centuries the term was 
mainly used for auxiliary workers in agriculture. 
 

 

The lifestyle of day labourers was character-
ised by irregular employment with changing 
employers, seasonal employment (espe-
cially in construction, horticulture and agri-
culture), a high degree of geographical mo-
bility and low wages. This consisted on the 
one hand of cash, on the other hand of food 
and, in the case of migrant workers, accom-
modation. The working hours were based 
on the light day: in summer, work was 
longer than in winter, and summer wages 
were correspondingly higher. 

In the 16th century wages stagnated in nominal terms, while grain prices rose sharply (by a factor of 
two to three), especially in the second half of the century. This meant a deterioration of the standard 
of living to the point of poverty. 
 
Particularly in times of economic crisis and when the order situation was poor, craftsmen and their 
family members had to work on a daily basis to secure their income. In agriculture, viticulture and hor-
ticulture, the proportion of women in day labour was particularly high (e.g. on the lands of the hospi-
tals in Geneva and Basel). Among other things, women were employed in road construction and 
maintenance and as launderers (women's gainful employment). Remunerated at the lowest tariffs, 
children also made their contribution to the family income (child labour) as T.. 
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Therma worker 
 

 

On 16 February 1907, Samuel Blumer and Niklaus Zweifel 
found a company for electric heaters in Schwanden - the 
start of an exciting piece of Swiss industrial history. The 
"Therma - Fabrik für electrische Heizung AG former S. 
Blumer" was already the undisputed market leader for elec-
trical household appliances in Switzerland in 1931. After 
several production expansions, equipment innovations and 
economic highlights, a severe financial crisis followed. In 
1978 Electrolux Switzerland took over the shares of Therma 
AG. 

In 1998, T. was merged within the group with AEG Hausgeräte AG Schweiz to form A+T Hausgeräte AG, 
which was integrated into Electrolux AG in 2005. 
 
Blumer was a social employer and consciously wanted to secure an industrial future for the population 
of Schwanden by building the Therma. The employees have always gratefully acknowledged this and 
identified themselves with "their" company. Many employees have indicated "Thermaarbeiter" as 
their occupation. 
 
 
Tuchkrämer / Garment cutter 
 

 

The garment cutters, also called cloth merchants, were 
merchants of the Middle Ages who traded with foreign 
cloths. They sold the goods by the bale or in "cutouts". The 
right to cut out, i.e. to sell the cloth in sections, was often 
the cause of disputes with the  and tailors. The garment 
cutters organised their prices themselves and thus soon be-
came wealthy and joined forces with the patricians. They 
soon sat on the council in many German cities and thus 
gained political influence. In the Middle Ages, wall cutters 
were organized in guilds and guilds, and the guild of wall 
cutters usually also provided council members. 
 
 

 
 
 
Weaver 
 
A weaver is a person who practices the craft of weaving as a profession. The weaver produces various 
fabrics from yarns. In the Middle Ages linen weaving was one of the "dishonest professions".  
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Specialized weavers were the cloth makers, who produced ex-
clusively fine milled and roughened wool fabrics, so-called 
cloths, linen weavers produced exclusively canvas, silk weav-
ers woven silk. 
 
The loom enabled the weaver to produce high quality fabrics. 
However, mechanical looms and industrialisation brought an 
end to this craft, which had been very widespread in the past. 
This upheaval deprived many weavers of their livelihood. And 
so the weavers were one of the first professions to experience 
the negative consequences of industrialization for themselves. 
 
 
The Weaver in the Book of Estates of Jost Ammann 1568 

 
 
 
 
 
Toolmaker 
 

 
 

 The toolsmith made various tools. He was also called a 
witness smith, circle smith or circle smith as well as a 
small smith. In the early days of tool production, mainly 
forestry tools such as heels, special knives and splitting 
tools were produced. 
 
In the Middle Ages, the locksmiths (in contrast to the 
"large blacksmiths" who worked pig iron) were also 
among the small blacksmiths. Related professions still 
practiced today are the blacksmiths. 
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Draughtsman 
 

The printing shop was the further processing of the textile ma-
terials (wool, linen, silk). In the 18th/19th century the wit-
nesses, i.e. the coarsely woven textiles, were provided with 
coloured patterns.  
 
New professions were created for production, above all the 
draughtsman who drew pattern lines for each colour on the 
surface of wooden print models. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zettler 
 

 
 

 Transformers in the weaving mill 
 
When warping, the warp beam (also called 
warp beam) is rewound onto the warp beam. 
Occupations were still 1990: Bandzettler, 
Baumwollzettler, Endezettler, Musterzettler, 
Seidenzettler, Wollzettler, Zettler and Zettler-
meister. 
 
Warping, also known as shearing, is a prepar-
atory process in weaving. A coulter of warp 
tapes of the same length and wound parallel 
to each other is produced.  

A warp yarn tape consists of the entire yarn sheet, arranged in a specific pattern repeat. The desired 
total number of warp threads is achieved by winding several tapes next to each other. Once the speci-
fied number of tapes has been warped onto the warping drum, the same machine winds the yarn from 
the warping drum onto the so-called warp beam of a loom. 
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Zieger maker / Zieger dealer 
 
Producer and dealer of the Schabziger. The Schabziger is a Glarner spice green cheese speciality and is 
made from skim milk and Schabzigerklee. When in the Middle Ages the Glarnerland came to the mon-
astery Säckingen, a large part of the taxes consisted of Ziger, which was partly resold by the monastery 
ladies. They seasoned it with the strongly smelling Schabzigerklee (Trigonella caerulea ssp. sativa), 
which crusaders had brought from the Orient.  
 
A law passed by the Glarner Landsgemeinde on 24 April 1463 obliged all manufacturers in the Canton 
of Glarus to produce the Ziger according to quality standards and to mark it with a stamp of origin in 
order to protect it from imitation. The Glarner Schabziger is therefore considered the oldest branded 
product in Switzerland and the stamp of origin the first traditional "trademark" in Switzerland. 
 
 
 
Brickmaker 
 

 
 

 Heavy physical labor characterizes the profession 
of the bricklayer. The clay was first kneaded with 
the feet, then pressed into a brick form, dried in 
the air and fired in the kiln. The firing took about 
3 days. Today it is assumed that the simplest and 
most common form was the simple rectangular 
brick. Roof tiles were also known to the Romans, 
but were only used on a larger scale in our lati-
tudes from the 8th century. 
 

 


